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Pathways High is dedicated
to unleashing all learners'
potential. Now. We strongly
believe that our current
highly standardized
education system, a vestige
of the Industrial Age,
squanders the talents of
too many students,
thwarting them from
achieving fulfillment and 

success as contributing members of our city, our region, our nation.
Today, innovation is disrupting every industry and societal
institution. If these changes have taught us anything, it's that there
is not one, but many pathways to long-term success in the real
world.  As educators and caring adults, we must provide ALL young
people with opportunities to identify and pursue their unique
pathways.

We are located in Milwaukee with a focus on creating a vibrant
regional innovation hub, providing students with exposure to
business and community mentors and a direct sightline between
high school, postsecondary education and career.

Pathways High graduates will be outstanding citizens, prepared to
use their unique talents to positively impact local and global
communities in college, career and beyond.
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TIDE: Our Core ValuesTIDE: Our Core Values

During weekly town hall meetings students, staff and our
community Ride The TIDE!  Every Friday we celebrate, share, reflect
and learn about what we value.  

TRUST
When we trust and equip, not enable, students with the skills to make
good decisions about their learning, and support them through
missteps, they become successful, independent decision makers. 

INTERCONNECTEDNESS
We are committed to fostering the development of relationship
building and networking skills.  As globalization rapidly increases,
students and staff will have the self-knowledge and relationship
building skills to thrive in our interconnected world.

DIVERSITY BY DESIGN
We are intentionally bringing together young people and adults from
wide-ranging communities with diverse socioeconomic, ethnic, racial,
cultural, sexual, and social identity backgrounds in order to provide
broader perspectives with which to formulate, view, and solve real
world problems. 

EXCELLENCE THROUGH PURPOSE
We strive for excellence by doing work that has purpose and meaning.
Furthermore, we believe excellence is determined by assessment of
performance on real world projects. Assessment includes teachers,
peers, self, and authentic audiences, as often as possible.



Daily Schedule*
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Daily Schedule*
*Based on the current 2019/2020 School Year, subject to change.

On Monday, our block time is reduced to allow for 1:15 pm early release.

ALEKS Math is a comprehensive online self guided math program. 
 Staff is available to assist and facilitate small group work.
On Fridays students have Town Hall and Advisory during this block.

Students select new seminars on a quarterly basis for a total of
12 unique interdisciplinary seminars on a yearly basis.
Seminars are 70 minutes in length (50 minutes on Mondays)

BLOCK TWO
SEMINAR

9:20 - 10:30 am

BLOCK ONE
ALEKS MATH
8:15 - 9:15 am

BLOCK THREE
SEMINAR

10:35 - 10:45 am

LUNCH
BOOK CLUB

11:50 - 12:15 pm

BLOCK FOUR
COHORT

12:50 - 2:15 PM

BLOCK FIVE
SEMINAR

2:20 - 3:30 PM

Two Lunch times 
Students switch between book club and lunch at 30 minutes
Students have the opportunity to go outside at this time

Multi-age environment
3 Cohorts: New Student, Skills for Success and College & Career
Students develop organization, academic, foundation and
EMPOWER skills to be successful at school and beyond.

School opens at 7:30 am

School closes at 5:00 pm



Real World Learning ModelReal World Learning Model
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Interdisciplinary Seminars

Bi-Weekly Advisory

Multi-age 

EMPOWER Hour 

IMPACT 

We accomplish our mission via a Real World Learning Model comprised of:

     student 
     Cohorts

     for personalized 
     projects

     Experiences/Year with 
     industry and community 
     partners 

The challenges facing us today demand more from us than ever before --
more creativity, more diversity of perspectives, more intersection of
concepts and ideas, more productive collisions, more collaboration.
Pathways High students are on pathways to success in the real world
because they are immersed in it.



Advocates for all people, understands others
perspectives, and acts with others in mind.

EMPATHYE
Develops an awareness of personal strengths and
motivations to understand their effects.

MINDFULNESS & WELLNESSM

Integrates critiques and peer reviews as part of
improvement process.

REFINEMENTR

Incorporates multiple points of view to support and
develop work.

EXPLORING PERSPECTIVEE

Uses written and verbal communication to create
consensus in high risk

WORKING TOGETHERW

Demonstrates the ability to use critical thinking to
form, evaluate, & implement solutions.

PROBLEM SOLVINGP
Accepts full or shared responsibility for the success
or failure of work.

OWNERSHIPO



ADVISORY

At Pathways High we believe strong, positive relationships develop
through a trusting, authentic mutual exchange between individuals.
These relationships are built during Advisory and create a
supportive environment to spur growth and cultural competence
across the school.  Students benefit from 1-1 mentoring and are
held accountable for their academic progress towards graduation.

COHORTS

Our diverse student body, emphasis on life as well as academic skill
development, and standards based grading provide students with
unique advantages. Our Cohorts of multi-age students focus on the
development of organizational, academic, foundation, and
EMPOWER skills tailored to each student's individual learning
needs.

EMPOWER HOUR

On a weekly basis, students have time to refine their seminar
projects, further their research, collaborate and pursue passion
projects.  During this time students receive meaningful feedback
from our staff, their peers and the community around them.

Foundational SkillsFoundational Skills
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IMPACT Program
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Career Internship/Apprenticeship
Up to 2 dual enrollment courses per semester
Continued seminar work at Pathways High to pursue mastery credit areas,
further EMPOWER Skills, and build portfolio in preparation for college,
career, and scholarships.

IMPACT EXPERIENCES

IMPACT Experiences are an extension of seminars and learning at Pathways
High. These experiences provide real world connections and are a necessary
component of the education program.  They can take on many forms.  Visiting
experts may come into a seminar to teach, coach, lead or organize seminar
learning.  Also, off campus learning and community service may take place at
business and/or community partners' sites.   IMPACT experiences are part of
the required learning to earn credit.  

IMPACT YEAR

We believe that a fifth year of high school will provide the time and support
needed by many students to bridge into postsecondary education and
careers.  Students have the option to work with faculty to design a
personalized year.  Most students will spend a significant amount of time off
campus in different experiences such as college classes, apprenticeships, and
internships.  All IMPACT Year students will have a clear course of action and
goals for taking ownership of their transition into adulthood.  Various
opportunities will be available for our IMPACT Year students including, but not
limited to:

IMPACT Program



At Pathways High we deliver the required high school academic
standards through multi subject experiences called interdisciplinary
seminars. Students' learning is shown through final projects and
evidence of standards proficiency as opposed to a test score or grade.

Students select seminars that contain the academic pathways they need
in order to graduate. Students are supported by their Academic Advisor
in selecting the seminars to keep them on track for graduation.

Each seminar contains the following components:  

IMPACT EXPERIENCE: Real world connection opportunities.
These could include field experiences, speakers and community
service learning
EMPOWER SKILLS: Seven essential life skills to prepare
students for future success
ACADEMIC PATHWAYS: Each seminar contains 6-10 (national
and state) standards with the ability for students to "kick it up a
notch" by adding additional standards with staff approval
FINAL PROJECT: The deliverable that demonstrates a student's
understanding of the seminar objective
EVIDENCE: Student-driven content that publically demonstrates
proficiency/mastery of standards

www.pathwayshigh.org

Interdisciplinary SeminarsInterdisciplinary Seminars



We do not give grades on a traditional scale nor do we require a certain
amount of “seat time” in a classroom. Instead, students demonstrate
their knowledge during interdisciplinary seminars by submitting
evidence into our learning management software.

For each standard taught a student is required to have at least one
piece of evidence in order to demonstrate proficiency or mastery.
Students continue to submit evidence until they are consistently
showing at least Proficiency (P) of a standard. No credit or partial
credit can be given until proficiency, at minimum, is met for a
standard. 

Students are encouraged to seek Mastery (M) prior to receiving final
credit for the course. Therefore, completed standards will be
transcripted at the end of a students Junior year.

Seminar Reports are generated quarterly and provide a narrative
evaluation that is constructive and actionable.

AssessmentAssessment

A DEEPER DIVE
We are a member of the Mastery Transcript Consortium
and have been selected as one of nine high schools to
participate in the pilot for the new model transcript.

www.mastery.org





DUAL ENROLLMENT

Dual enrollment classes are available at UW-Milwaukee (UWM) and MATC
and each have their own set of specific eligibility and age requirements. 

Pathways High will pay for one (1) college course each semester for Seniors
and two (2) courses each semester for IMPACT Year students.  

We will also cover the costs of book rental(s) or purchase (used, if available.)
All purchased class materials remain the property of Pathways High after
course completion. 

Pathways High eligibility requirements for dual enrollment include: good
academic/behavior standing, consistent attendance, a signed expectations
contract, parent meeting, and completion of one semester at Pathways High.

CONCURRENT ENROLLMENT

Concurrent enrollment allows students to earn college credit during their
Interdisciplinary Seminar.  These seminars include the academic content
needed satisfy both Pathways High standards and UWM syllabi. Seminars
are taught by eligible staff at Pathways High.  Upon completion of the
seminar students receive college credit from UWM.  

Dual & Concurrent EnrollmentDual & Concurrent Enrollment


