
COVID – 19 Policy Appendix 

FAMILY HANDBOOK  

Introduction 

This Policy shall apply in addition to all other policies contained in the Family Handbook until such time 
as this Policy is withdrawn or amended. To the extent that this Policy conflicts with the policies in the 
general Family Handbook, this Policy shall control while it is in effect. 

Please be aware that this Policy, as well as the structure of the 2020-2021 school year, may change on 
recommendation or guidance from appropriate public agencies. Please be alert to any further 
communication from the school that may contain changes to this policy or new details as to our program 
structure.  

 

Attendance 

Attendance at school for the 2020-2021 school year is required to the same extent the traditional Family 
Handbook already requires it. If virtual school is offered voluntarily or by requirements of local officials, 
attendance will be required for those programs. Specific procedures and policies related to virtual 
education will be addressed as needed. 

As you are aware, credits at Pathways High are accumulated based on attendance at seminars. For that 
reason, attendance is generally important. However, the safety of your family and our community is also 
important. In light of the circumstances surrounding this school year, administration will be receptive to 
concerns that may arise, specifically in light of a COVID-19 diagnosis or direct exposure. Please make 
every effort to communicate with the school promptly if your student will not be at school. In the case of 
an extended COVID-19-related absence, Pathways High will work with you and your student to assist in 
completing credits and keeping pace with their peers.  

Absences should still be reported to the school office by 8:00 am by calling 414-943-2891. If the absence 
is directly related to COVID-19, please advise the administrator answering the phone. Depending on the 
circumstances, the requirement to provide a doctor’s excuse may be waived. If the absence is related to 
COVID-19, Pathways High may request that you seek a medical opinion regarding when or if to be 
tested. 

 

Duty to Report 

If anyone in the household your student normally resides in is diagnosed with COVID-19, you must 
report that exposure to the school. Please contact our school office  at 414.943.2891. The school will 
consult with the public health department to assess what precautions should be taken, up to and including 
but not limited to asking your student to stay home from school for fourteen (14) days in order to protect 
the rest of the school community. This is not a punishment but a precaution and the school will work with 
you to accommodate keeping your student engaged and current on all school work and discussion to the 
extent possible during this time.  



The same applies to any individual your student has close contact with for more than 15 minutes in the 
period of time immediately before they are diagnosed with COVID-19. Please contact 414-943-2891 to 
discuss how a particular circumstance may apply.  

Travel 

Any student who travels within 14 days of coming to school by mass transit (including but not 
limited to airplane, cruise ship, river boat, train, or bus), outside of the United States, or to a 
COVID-19 high risk area or hotspot (including within the United States) as determined by 
consulting CDC and state or local health department guidance, should understand that such travel 
is discouraged, especially if it is non-essential. Families are to report such travel to front office at 
414-943-2891.  A determination will be made based on the location and means of travel, in 
coordination with the public health department, to determine whether the student will be asked to 
stay home from school for an isolation period. It is highly likely that a student may be asked to 
study from home for 14 days following any travel as described above.  

 

Daily Self-Screening 

Before coming to school in the morning, students and parents should assess whether the student has any 
symptoms of COVID-19. At this time, those symptoms include a fever over 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit, 
cough, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, muscle or body aches, headache, new loss of 
taste or smell, sore throat, congestion or runny nose, nausea or vomiting, or diarrhea. If a student develops 
any of these symptoms, the symptoms should be reported to office staff and discussed prior to the student 
reporting to school.  

While the school will be conducting formal screening before students enter the building, if you know that 
your student is sick or a member of your household has tested positive for COVID-19,please notify the 
school and do not send your student to the building.  

All medical information provided to or obtained by the school will be kept confidential as required by 
law, except to the extent that it is necessary to advise or protect other staff and students from transmission 
of the virus. 

If you have symptoms or are diagnosed with COVID-19 or a family member tests positive for COVID-19 
your student may be required to stay home until they can be tested or receive medical clearance that they 
do not have COVID-19 and can safely return to school. 

 

Expectations at school 

- Stay home if you are sick! 
- Wash your hands frequently and use hand sanitizer if you cannot 
- Avoid touching your face and eyes 
- Cover any cough or sneeze with a Kleenex or your elbow 
- Wear a mask when in common areas, hallways and when within 6 feet of another person. 

Masks are not necessary when sitting at your assigned seating if not within 6 feet of another 
person.  Masks are not recommended when engaging in physical activities. 



- Keep your spaces picked up so that it is easier to clean them regularly 
- Bring your own classroom supplies as much as possible to avoid having to share and borrow 

supplies.  
- Stay 6 feet away from others as much as possible, including in hallways and outside. If social 

distancing is not possible, you should be wearing a mask. 
- Students will wear masks whenever transitioning between classes in the hallway or passing 

close to others, where close contact may be unavoidable. Contact _______ if there is a reason 
that this will not be possible for you.  

- Follow all directions provided to you by teachers or administrators for the safety of the school 
community. It is especially important that you stay in the classrooms and spaces where you 
are assigned or otherwise directed to be. This will be important if we have to determine 
whether you were exposed to someone else who had COVID-19.  

- Bring your own food and drink if possible. Any food that is provided will be pre-packaged. 
Avoid sharing food.  

Health and Safety 

Throughout this season, Pathways High may update this Appendix to ensure the health and safety of our 
students and staff to the best of our ability and consistent with new guidance issued by the Department of 
Public Instruction, the Department of Human Services and the Center for Disease Control.  

 

Expectations for Virtual Learning 

In the case that it is decided that Pathways High will return to a virtual learning model, the expectation is 
that that virtual classroom is an extension of the physical classroom. Normal school rules and 
expectations apply. As with the regular school set-up, students are expected to do their own work and to 
comply with all deadlines and instructions as provided by their teachers. It will become increasingly 
important that students check their PH IT and MyLC accounts and maintain regular communication with 
their teachers.  

 

High risk students 

If you believe that your student may be at higher risk if they contract COVID-19 and are uncomfortable 
sending them to school for any reason, please contact _________ as soon as possible. We will make every 
effort to provide an accommodation for them to learn from home or participate remotely if it is 
determined it is necessary. If you have any questions, please reach out.  

 

Harassment/Bullying 

During this time of many new changes, procedures and concerns, it is important that we continue to 
respect one another. As always, harassment and bullying behavior will not be tolerated. This includes any 
harassment with regard to a difference of opinions related to COVID-19, a student or staff member’s 



ability or inability to wear a mask, a particular individual’s need to work from home for any reason, or 
any other policy that may be implemented to provide for the safety of our community.  

 

Volunteers and Visitors 

Any person other than a student or a staff member who wishes to enter the building must be pre-approved 
by the principal prior to coming to the building. Volunteers and visitors this year will be used 
significantly less than in the past.  

Prior to entering the building, all visitors will be required to complete a health screening questionnaire, 
temperature check and sign in at the front office. No individual should enter the building if any of the 
following apply to them:  

- The individual has any of the following symptoms: a temperature of 100.4 or higher, 
shortness of breath, cough, loss of taste or smell, muscle aches, and/or weakness, and any 
other symptoms of COVID-19 specifically identified by the CDC in the future;  

- The individual has tested positive for COVID-19 within the past 14 days;  
- The individual has traveled by mass transit either domestically or internationally within the 

past 14 days;  
- The individual has been exposed to someone with symptoms of COVID-19 within the past 14 

days; or  
- The individual has been exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID-19 within 

the past 14 days.  

If volunteers and visitors are preapproved to enter the building, they will be directed to go to the room 
they are volunteering in and to leave directly from that same room. Contact should be limited to the least 
number of people necessary for their purpose. Visitors will follow all social distancing, use of mask and 
hygiene requirements while in the building.  

 

Parent Responsibilities 

Parents play a critical role in supporting and assisting our community. We will depend on you 
additionally during this time of uncertainty to keep your family and our community safe. Please work 
with your student to understand the rules and expectations of Pathways in the COVID-19 context. Please 
do not send your student to school if you believe they may be sick.  

As school takes a different form in the coming months, please be quick to communicate with the staff at 
Pathways regarding any concerns of your or your student.  Please let us know if your student needs any 
additional support. Changing contexts and formats may prove challenging and we want to ensure that 
your student feels empowered to perform to the best of their ability. All changes to school format will be 
communicated as soon as possible in order to carry out a smooth transition.  

 

 



Illness During School Hours 

If your student becomes sick at school, or shows any signs of COVID-19, they will be placed in a safe, 
designated space to avoid their continued exposure to other students  and will be attended by one staff 
member who will wear appropriate protective equipment. You will be contacted to arrange for you to pick 
up your student and transport them to your home or a medical office as necessary.  

 

Discipline 

If a student is found to be in violation of these policies, they will be warned and reminded to comply. 
However, repeated and intentional non-compliance will be disciplined in accordance with Pathways High 
usual procedures. All students and families should pay careful attention to the rules outlined in this 
Appendix, as they are notably different from some of the past practices at Pathways  High.  We appreciate 
your understanding and support of our updated policies due to COVID-19. Together we will be able to 
provide the safest possible on-campus experience for our students. 

 

Conclusion 

Despite the difficulties that this current situation poses, we look forward to working with you and your 
students toward the goals of excellence and academic achievement that our community is committed to 
pursuing. If you have questions or concerns at any time, please contact us.  

 

  



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 

I have read this Appendix to the Family Handbook. I agree to abide by these policies and all of the 
policies of Pathways High and understand that the policies are subject to change. In an effort to keep 
myself and my family safe from infectious disease, specifically COVID-19, I will comply with these 
requirements.  

Specifically, I understand that it is my personal responsibility to ensure that prior to boarding a school bus 
or arriving at school, I have taken care to assess any potential symptoms, to take my temperature, and to 
ensure that there is no appearance of illness that would warrant me staying home from school. I 
acknowledge that this is my responsibility and that for the safety of my community, I must comply with 
these policies.  

 

______________________________________ ___________________ 

Student Signature Date 

 

______________________________________ ___________________  
Parent Signature Date 

 


